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And- I U f c,,.,.. this ti a bit 
IMcll-fN hllnl tWM a NUMh . 
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tats. 1toMadl , arjlUI,.. that an 
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JRCI( TIIC Efll!r CJl' S Cll!.IR 

!h ~ .:..= l'e Tri9h. reli, there'• no doubt u did u ._.m, 
for acor ee of leUere UT with undoubted einc erit,-, "'rhe beat 
7 et , " so I ehouldn•t be h.-n U I didn't beline it. I 

The voting pepere rr e tlowiag in (y ou 'll eee the prHtmt 
poei Uon un another page) em I hlive re ed with perUculer 
intereet th <>ae which add o.-..nte, In SOIi& or•• · voters 
havo t_Pll:en the cpportlll1it,- of apreaeing f ortluight v1- on 
erti clM thq diallb. In e few i.Detano .. th<H apply t o 
ertic lea which ere high up in the llell ot, lfothing etrf'll89 
in t hie, uf courae, juat e ceee uf one aan• e 11ut, enother 
men•e p oieon. 

I heve bed, t oo , SOIII& splendid llllggeetiODB f or narl 
7eer• • uumel. <me I perticularl)' like ocae fro• w. !, Tburbon , of Ce11bridge, He esu !.Jr one on !.rtbur s. BordJ, King ;.,f Sport StOl')' Uri tere. 'ii e ll, aeeing llsrdJ 
Wl'<,te SOll8 '4 th., !bleat f ootbell eDd b<11$ng etorioe eyer 

c!! cf8 ~• ;g.,i1;: tu~ opportwlit, tor e nuber. I t 
Then Eri c i'll7D8 1• gvint, t ... teclcle quite r p .>puler 

ChLrles l!llllilt un choro ot er, but one wbu tc now hae b 
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nap::j.ect9d. Thct will b e no l onger true whon Eri .o hoe hui.tled. .llnd others rre plenning . Nice w;irk . 

· ~ n ~-.. f or' the other -.1de e,f the meda l. Serr,', but 
I -t, f or I em reell,J ",lermed et the tim u of writing et the nU11ber .,f eubs . f or t)le ~l ~till t ,.1 come in . Ther e 
ere far JDOre thl!n leat 7eer ot tbia time. It is e bit of 
e won,' f.:,r nth ev<1r7 one in - aball just get clear b7 th, 
sldn ot our t eeth. Bow.,.er, with this reminder I feel con 
fid.mt the linea on rrr;y brow . will be aJDOOthed out. 

b. :a-.... Venture en<! th<. Policz of the C .D. · .:.a r ePders will 
be swere, Tum Hoppert on is l r.uncbing s new cull ect ora• M.og. 
rle ll, since he j oin ed vur circle s ome months ego h e hrs, 
gi ven plentT of evid ence thet he cen write s pungent, 
Jaw"1 edgee bl e orticle, end I sh ell 1,e s , rcy if it mes ns thQJ 
will ce eee t o oppesr, or not oppeer eo often in the C.D. N,,w it ie Tam• s opini on that ther11 is not suff icient space 
in the C .l>. t c, ollow writers t o spreed th81D8el ves in s 
lengtht Prticla. Thie ie perf ec tl,J true, don' t I know it, 
B\l.t pioture DlY dile111118. Being th e recognised orgen of the 
Cl ube end c oll ect ors generally,=• of ell th at is go ing o, 
1a d8""11ded, end there• a quite e l o t gu~ on et the moment 
(see B...S.ltonia) . Thus e bl ond vf topioslit7 t1nd noatelgii 
a.ust be the keyn ote, o rec ord of 7eeterdey, t o-<ley end 
t omcrrow, t ogether with crisp, down t o busin ess erticles. 
t,e coul d , of c ourse, increeee the nw11ber of prges (if we 
ce,uld lie sure of the psper), but that would inevi t ebly meen 
en incre ese in pri ce , end I hsve e feeling thet WLul d lie in 
con venient f <-T e number of our memllers , f or there's no doubt 
iwney 1a getting tiehter . · 

an ~th ar problem is thst the Bemilt on fens ere frr more 
sne rgetic in writing r rticlee thPn th oee of ,,tber group s. 
They 11re ell welc ome end I give them ee much e'pece Pa p oaa
ib le1 even a o it meena I hPve t o tr,y the petienc e "f good 
con trillut ora, ee Peter ~lelker, f vr inetnno ... .oh I c en 
•s aure 7 uu, it'e not ell " bed of ro ses being editor o f e 
bobby megesin e . 

Then res ders claim spree t o rir th eir viaws in th e 
Letter Box. t/oll , thst•a ell t o th e c,o d. See Whet it 
hPe mePnt in th o oNDpeion f or the return of the St .Jim ' e-
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Gre;yfriers ertists t o their proper spheres. s., I nm con
fi dent the C.D. is just ri ght ea it is. 

;,a f er the Annw!l, well it's endent there's 1W need t o 
BOT rnytbillg Pbout thllt ••••• 

On<i c.! us. "Pictun,goer", J'en11n7 19th, in o write-up on th 
n"" Charlie Cheplin fiba , aeye, •chaplin'• hPl!-brother, 
tlb..ei."r Dr7den, p].879 the pert o! a doot or in •Lill elight'. 
r,h..n there'• no !ila in production Dryden is one o! the 
pelW81181lt etwlio gmig.• 

Look out f or "Lµ,elight". 
Your& sincerely, 

HERDEm' WlRE!ffl' • 

"THE .'JINUil" BALLClr 
L~Pding Positi ons 

1. The Remove Form et Grey!ri t1rs 
2. St .Fronke - Success or Failure 
3 , Tbs t Enduring Jlegic 
4. Herry ~ihcrt on, Ceptein uf the Remove 
5 , The Long l.r!ll 
6. Jlonogreph on Yvonne Cartier 
7. Grendfc ther liked them fierce 
~. Inside Fl ~etwey Buuse 
9. Every St oey e Gem 

Points 
-rn, 

92 
86 
82 
79 
72 
51 
51 
46 

(Six p oints swarded fo r placing first, five f or second, 
duwn tv one fur a~h.) 

{11JITI.D, "Uni on J ock" 896 , -Sext on Bloke Librsries 1st 
Series, 54, 57, 219, 229, 233, 241, 253, 271, 276, 283, 307 
312, 325, 25G, 258, 260, 366, 371, 2nd Series, 1, 8, 16, 
21, 25, 35, 41, 42, 73, 77, 52, Good prices <iff ered. 
J'usephine Peckman, 27 1.rchdel~ Hoed,~. Dulwich, S,E.22, 

IIIB1J¥ thanks t o al l fell ow doll~ctors who hove supplied 
DV wants in th e peat. , 

~: lie~"ts, Gems, Sch~ lb oye• OIIDS, Nels on Lees. 
S.1...E. reply, Horsey, 60 Seleombe Road, Weltheut ow, 
Lunden, E,17. i 
'll'~Fi..Jl. Blue-covered Gems containing Ta lb 0t st ori es, Price 
~rt Fcrish, 24 En,,lish Stre et, L-,ngtown, Cumberl ond. 
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TllE mi '1,'HO :marE Fm BO'{S 

Ne .5 - .:.non DlPir 
By Herbert Leckenby 

S.;me ninu 7eera ago "IY first hobby friend, HerT7 » ~wle , 
ceme t u epQDd e memoreble tt>n de;ys holiday in York. .:.fter 
we had clasp ed hen de el.D.,at th o first th.ing he aeid t o me 
wes "I've hed a l atter fr um .l.llan Bleir ." There end then 
he drew it fr om his pvcket, end I reed it in the street. 
It we.a written fr om the heart of blitz-reve ged Lendon end 
ther e wee e t ouch of path os ebout it f or th e once vig ~r oua 
writ er of numerous st ories f or b07a said "I em en old men 
now eppr ceching th e end, end I find life v~ry trying." Let r 
on I wrvte t v All en B!oir 111YSelf, end I believe HerT7 did 
els o , but we never heard from him again. 'ITe hed e f eer th t 
lik e a . moey of hie da7 he had pesaed on. One poilllt ef 
inter est about th.et lett er wee th.et 1 t wee af8ned Uillism J 
Beyfi ald, which reve aled f or th e first time hie reel 
identit;y • 

.!ulPn BlPir, es I will cell him here, had the diatino
ti un vf helping t o stert off th e peruv Bo7s' Friend on its 
loag car eer. Thet WPS in June, 1901, of course. It wea 
his firet serial, end we who remember it elwaya refer t o it 
ea "The Boye of Replay Coll ege". .w:tuelly, th ough, f or 
th e first three inst e lmenta er so it wee celled ''Thr ough 
Thick end Thin", The edit or then ennounoed th.at es there 
..-ea sn,:,ther school st ory, in book f ol'lll, with thet title, it 
hed been necess ery t c cheng e the neme of lJ.l en Blair's 
serial . 

The n"" auth or ..vidently f uund f avour, f or no s ooner 
had it finishe d th en enc ther of his commenced. It w11a not 
e sch uol st ory but one of e kind !,J.len Blair ceme t o 
speci ali se in - th e puor boy st ar t ing off in the worlxl., 
gui ng thr ough t r i Pls end tribul a ti ons, ultimately finishing 
well up l i fe's l ~tlu~r. Thie per t i cul Pr st ory in th a Boys• 
Fri end was colled "Pluck !1111 Tell". Huw I r eve lled in 
that st or:, in av ecbool deysl The her o was a Sc, ts bo7, 
Neil Campbell, nnd 1'rthur Clarke, t he artist, ualll'lly por
tr cyed him in knic kerb ->ck, rs end e t em-o ' _,,ru,nt cr, .lll e . 
Blair's nem~ had o Scotch flrv our rbout it, end ha hed " 
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f ondness f ~r her oes from acr oss the bQrd~, f or "Onl,Y e 
Hii;hlend Laddie" foll owed "Pluck 'Jill Tell" 1n the "Boys' 
Fri end", and en oth .. r leid 1n the eeme c Juntr.,, "A Led o • th, 
Lc,wlende", eppeered let er in the "Boye • l(eelm" . 

I . recall en emusing incident in connecti on with "Onl,Y 
e Blt,lll and Laddie". u I heve cft-times said bef ~re, m;y 
f a ther fr owned on 110st of m;y reeding 1118tter and the "Boys ' 
Friend" wee no exception . He wee lecturing me one· 11.ight 
ab out the cvpy of th e "Green 'Un" I wee re~ding by the fire. 
I h ended it t o him et the pege I hed bef ore me eeying pr o
testingl,y, ''I/by, I d~n•t s ee much.harm in thnt, ded." The 
picture on the p ege wee frvm •only s Hi!!hl end Leddie" end 
sh u .. ed the her o in his nighta:rl.rt prt1ying et his iedside. 
He glanced et the st v17 for s moment ~r two , then passed it 
ieclc wi. th out co111Dent. Meybe it wee no t • very c onvincing 
Drgum..nt , nevertheless, he l eft me in p eec e f or that eYenin.! • 
Strenge h0w on e renemb ere e little incident lilc e that after 
helf-e-oentury of time - or is it? 

When th e Bc,ys • Reelm c ame al ong, with th e Boys' Friend 
just one y eer old, Allen Bleir wee gi v un prida <.,f pl ac e, th< 
fr cnt page, with \he opening inst alment of his ''The llu:ff of 
of Jlel tb orpe College". 4 sch ool friend of mine wee s o 
del ic;hted with th e st ort 0f t hat st ory that h e obtained e 
fat exercise book end declared he wee goin;; t o copy out the 
whol e st vry. He hardly g" t es f er es mo.st pe opl a d~ 1ri th 
ne'IJ yuer r es - luti ons. His name was Mellish, by the wey. 
If he lwd cvntinued he wculd heve writt en just about e s meljl 
lin es ei,"hi s leas lilceehle namesake at St. J im' s in his 
misp ent career. · 

.t.nother "p vor i oy" st . ry J.J.lan Blair wrc,t e was "A Jloy 
in a Thous and" in the early doys of the Bvys' Herald. It 
int erested me beceuse ma111 c,f the scen e s were laid in a 
printing wurks, a pl ooe 1 wee familiar with et the time. 

l.l.len Ble ir had e pleasant straightf orward styl e , with 
hie hero es and his villei.ns poles epPrt. He ,.,.a a little 
t oo f vnd of cvinoideilcee . OnEi can f orgive one or two in e 
st vry, but not sever al. J.nd occesi o!ll'll,y he turn ed out 
what in m;y vpini on et enyrete wee e pvc r st .>ry . "Peter the 
Pege" in the "Boys•s Friend" wee ·one of them. And there 
wus th e curi ous case of "He ir t o P ,l'alillion" in the "Boys' 
!{e<>lm''. This rt1n Pbout seven weeke , th en oppeered t o be 
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br cugh t t v en abrupt cvnclusi on. I hsve • distinct 
rec olleoti vn cf s eeing en edmisei on by !18milt on Edwards, th< 
wi t or, that the at ul')' hed not been ea sucoe•aful es he bed 
hoped. Yet e 7eer or two ego, when I obtdned some Bo7s• 
Realme of the peri od, I couldn't .trt1ce the edmisai on1 nevei 
theless, I em confident it did appear . 

Ther e wee BDUtber uccesion when Hamilt on Edwards geve 
IJ.lan Bl air the headlines, but in e ditferent we7. The 
astute '3dit or t ol d the readetjl of the Boys• Herald of hew 
some veey remarlalbl e reel life h"J>penings bed c ome t o his 
notic e, cf h ow be end "ll!r. Allen Blair'' had b11d e l ong end 
seri ous tell<, end how they hf1d. dec ided t o reveal th ose 
heVPeninga t o the world in the f orm .J;f o new seriel t o be 
c111led "AJ.weya Hones t". The st ory duly eppee r ed under 
their j oint names, end it wes f oll owed· by A sequel "Honest, 
Wins". 

tlhen tw-i sutb ore set ebou~ o st oey I •ve oft on wondered 
how it's done . Do they tr.ke turns in 'writin.; chepte rs , 
or does one do the writing, and t he oth er rest cc,ntent t o 
l v<>k on end give e bit of advice now end Pgpin ? l.'ri;f'ftey, 
in this . particuler instance it s eemed t , \ e e typicel 
..Usn Blair at ol')'. Pr obably he wrote the whol e of it end 
Hamilt on Edwards' f ~rew:>rd wee just e flight of f anay-. 

Arr:fW87, th et editor evidently bad confidenc e in th e 
auth or with " Scottish p an-name, f or h e enga 5-ed him to writ, 
the aeri el when the Union J eck wee r eised t o p elley' st etus 
in 1903. Tha st oey wee "Th.; Chums of J\Shbourn e School ". 

other aeri e ls which c~m<> t ~ mind wer e "St -:-rm Island"; 
"A LBd 0' Liverp ool"; end "Only P Jew Boy" ( All in th e 
Bvys ' Fri end) ''The School in the Backwuods " (Boys' Realm) 
end "Clive Clare" e circus st ory in th e "J este r''. 

Mor e f amiliar t o th e 7 ounger 111embere of our c ollecting 
circle will be tae st vries All an Bbir wrot e f or the Sext on 
Blake 'Librs17. 1.cccrdi ng t o r,q rec ords be c ontributed 90 
cf them, vnlJ thr ee utbers writing more. If we sllow an 
ever&ge vf 70,000 words we get s t otal of 6,300,000, quite 
~n impreaaiTe one . 

~ th <>ugb he did not create aflT special. edverae17 f or 
Sext on Bl cite, be wee ,me cf the best of th ose hundred end 
odd authors. Some of his st <>ries were, ''Th e City of 
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Horr t-re" 1 "Secret of the Tomb" I "The l(yste:cy , f Henging 
SWt-rd illey" I "Th e Cese uf th e }!illionsire Bleckmeiler" 1 
"The Aff •i r of th e Seven LtuJIIQ Cases", end "The Masked 
Fvr gere". Enticing titles, eren•t they? 

hll en Blair als o wr<.te for some of the Fle etwe,- Hous e 
edul t pepera. One eeriel wee "Slaves -if the Pen" in the 
"PeD.J13'" Pict Jrie l 11

• 

Yes, another of the gifted bend who wrote in the 
halcy on deye of boys I weel<lie s. 

H.li.MIL TONI ..'.i. 

Conducted by Herbert Lcckenb y 

Of e truth there's phmty in st t-r e fu r Hemilt oni ens 
this men th of February - the !.u.tobiogrephy ( we hop e )i th e 
new Tum Merr,y a w ks, Gr.ayfri•rs on t elevisi on. No w,mder 
I wish we cvul d publish the C .n. 0n elastic . 

N~w, f ore start• here's Svmo•rir;y int•r•ting news 
ebvut the 1/r, T~m Merr,y b v0ks. Yuu w~uld see from .l(eesre. 
Hamilton's l etter which appeared lest month that they asked 
me if I had sny suggestions. Well, I grasped the opportu
nity t u t ~ll them that they wuuld ple ase ell the fens if 
they could g et R. J. l!Bcdonsld t o do the illustrati ons. Th~lr 
pr vmptlY replied saying th ey would tr,y. They kept their 
pr vmise, f er • few days let ~r they 'ph oned Len saying 
Mr. Mtlcdonsld wvuld de the c"-vere starti ng with the tw o 
MBrch numbers. 

How's th et f er pre-of of th e influence of the C.D. en d 
th e mem1'ers of our circle? L. r eel f ee ther in our cape, It 
bucks me up no ond. 

Regerdinc the televisi on pro;;Temme st arting on Febru.ery 
19th , it hes be en decided t o r ep eat it in the evening et 
, p .m, f or the benefit of the "old aoya•i . 

lt~porting this in the Lendon "Evening Stenderd", G11orge 
Cempey who sdv oc sted it lest 111\roh, als o comments, "J oy 
lier ingt on prepares t o sel ect Meeter Bunter from th e short 
list whittled out of the 50 app lic ant s. Th97 er~ all 
ri t,;ht physically, but --," 

Methings there 's e l ot of significance in that "but". 
The ''Y ~rk.shire Evening Poat" in e leFder s la o wondered 
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if we nre gc,in,r t o get the nutbentic Bunter of the re el 

J'r(IDlt Richarde. GGrrT _alie on f ollowed this up with e 

lhel)' letter in which b e euege.ted Jor Hsrringt on should 

coneul t th e men 1lbo mow. 
I beve ela o t o tb olllt Jeaaea trerren of SUllderle .Dd f or 

e ver,- int&r&Btilli; cutting from the Hewoaatle "Sunday Sun". 

In e long article "Billy Bunter Still e lfllgnet", the 

c clumniet, who certainl)' la>on hie Gre)'friere, coaaenting 

on the Blmter audition, ae7e: 
"One of the surprising thinge this peat f.,. deya 

hes b een th e esse with which feth ~re rec ounted (mostly 

t o fell ow !ethers et the officel) the exploits end 

&Boepedes c.f the imperisheble bend of soh oolb07a who 

seem destined n<rt'er t o be displ eoed in our Affecti ons ." 

Yell, the •.t.ut ubiogrspl\T ia coming in which the ceuse 

of it Hl will modestly tell us how it brpp oned, but it 

seem t , me it requires ols o l'nother bend t u tell th e whole 

eat ounding s~ OJ:7 of h ow ell this h es developed fttm en 

tnei¢ficent , helfpem!,J p"l)er which first sew th e li ght 

f c,rtT-f '-'ur y eere ego. Hvw ebout it, Fleotwey House? 
Hc,wev~r, that'• enough from me f or now. But I went 

7cu t o send me elo~ 7our views on the thr ee bi8 c oming 

ev..nh , televiei on , the .t.ut~biogrepl\T, end tho new "Tom 

lleITT" lt uou, t c pMvi de plent7 of interesting cop7 f or 

future mmbere. 

Oh, here's s omething els e, inter esting, .h writ er t o 

"Deily lll.rr or'a" Liv e Lette rs on J onuery 18th a sked: 

•I bave hepp cned ecruas the expressi on, "Thi ck es l eeve s in 

Vell omnroae•. Expound pl eeae, • 
''Th e Old Cudger" repli ed : "l, ferre g o of nonsense 

mtten b7 Milt on 1n •peredie e Loat• end probebl)' the most 

quoted words of itt The ectuel phr ase ia "Thick ea 

eutlumal feevaa thllt straw th e br , oka in Yl'll ~mbrcal' ." If 

~. Jlilt on bed lt cen e,· j cunal1at, used t o checld.DJ the fecta 

he wouldn't heve written it, bec euse Vallombroa e , tbe 
Benedictine convent in the .l.penninea, 8 0 1119 aixt ee n mile s 

from, end bi8h ebove Fl orence in It aly, stenda emids t IDl'8-

nificent wc'Odknde of Pinetr ooe , Pnd pin e tr ees hr ve no 

leevee t o atrew th e bl'('Oka , either in e,utumn ~r eey oth er 



seas on, either in Vallombrosa or elsewhere ." 

So now you knew, Hegnetitea. 

I •'8s sorry we were Wlll'ele t o giTe y ou Tom Hopperton•a 

"Scb , ol end Sport" in Ml last month . However, ber e•s the 

reet ~f the tragio at o17 . 

"SCHOOL 1Jlll SPOR!'" 
ljT Tom Hoppert on 

{continued from last month) 

The choice indicates, I believe, that Cliff ord CliTe 

was writing at the t op of bis ltent, and that the e'(entual 

failure of the paper was in no way because of lack or ca re 

or et tent ion on his pert. l!sny years sfterwarde, be stated 

that tha c, urtenay at orie e were , in hie upini on, the 'east 

,.-ark be bed pr oduced, end there is nothillg more natural then 

that, in the electrified atmosphere of "Sch ool end Sport' e" 

initial struggle f or a place in the sun, bis inspiratio n · 

flowed frum the same fount ae tha t treasured best. 

Fvr harxy Levell t o inu,aount bis obsta cl es end take the 

cepteincy occupied five numbers. What then? "The;r used t o 

say et the .t..P. that e •\ arring -c.ut' wee e sure cerd t o play " 

(Frank Richerds, 1951. ) Clit'f urd Clive, 1922, agreed with • 

him. J.. substitute Hecdmtlater wee imported, whose acid 

tyr anny precipi t eted e r evel t . The rec c,rd now becomes more 

th ~n s little cl oudy, t'vr diligent enqui ry h es failed t o 

unearth en:, CJJ>Y af t er l!lo . 7, in which the \erring -out t e ls 

'eegen , e lth~ugh blr . Hruuilt on cert ainly wrvte the oont inuati ~ 

which filled Nu . I, and e!ter b e felt constrained t o cease 

writing for the paper, H.A..Hinton di d se be had done in 

''The Gem" end ".Magnet" end br ought in a substitute writer . 

lin/fWOY, whether tho pap er ran f or nin e · or ten issues, or 

even the twent y with which it ia cr edited ( vn what evidenc" 

I don't know) in the 1947 "Annw!l" matt ers littl e . The 

important part f or our purp ~ee ends wit h No. B, end that y e 

we have in reprint f orm. 
The at oriefi ere thought-prov oking in th e extreme. • In 

th e initial \ id f or pvpulerity, str ong pl ots were h~ 

events al ong ct e much faster p~oe then in tbe , contemp vr~ry 

papers , wber~ th e series ,f orm ,me well devel oped . The 
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brrring - out, for l!Xllq>le, was CTer in two woclal, whil " the 
R6111ove c uuld hov e been r "lled ... n t .:, hold out f or ccything 
up t o three montha. This wee in"91tebl e . It t ook ab out 
f our ;reera t c, assemble the peIWJnent resident• Pt th e older 
IICh..,ols, end most ,..f th e sub-pl otting which allowed the 
awies to combine length with udl11,Bging intareat depended. 
... n the d&Yeloped. oberecterietica of the l e11ding boys . The 
fin,il etmc,aph ere of St.Kit's wea still t o be workod out, end 

the interest vf th e rellder hPd t o be mrintPined by dr ematie 
i,1~ts whil e th e conetruotionrl work on the cest pr<.c eeded. 
It is significPnt t bet there wee no house divisi on end th ere 
c~uld bcve been none of the concentration on c unflict thrt 
k;;pt the cberaoters cf the Si .JilD' s juni ora av curiousl.J' 
etetic. As st Greyfrirre, it ,me in tho stare t hat the 

thet the st ~riee ·.;ould hl'Ve st-d from dev oloping aubtlet)' 
Pnd complexi t7 in th e delinePti on of th e chPrPctars. 

In view of the f oreg oing, it ia not s urprising thPt the 
boys of "Sch c,ol rnd Sport" were sk e tched., rether th en ~tohed 

HenJ' I..-veil wee s c much the creature of circumatPnoee thet 
hie t:barecter had not cr:,stelliaed.: bl€:( derived s . mething 

fr..>111 D'Arc.7 end s littl e more from Meuly-, alth ough quite 
diat:inet from either: BIIDlq' Boot lea 1188 e not unfemilier 

\lend of fetuit:,, mendecit)' end sroed, but ee- t <-me one 
cl ose compsrie on t o bu furth er advanced then th e cont emporer: 

Qll'l al ong th et mell <-wing reed Which eubliloatod Bunt er's ea r ~ 
dross - perhaps bec ause he 1188 not curcumacribed b:, Bunter s 

at vok situations. The fourth csrdi.ns l p oin t of the St.Kit' 
cc.mpsss, Bob Rake , appeared from .t,ustrslie in No . 5, When his 

vote tipped the "lection t ... Wvell , end f ormed e bluff , even 

r<.~, oontnat t o the others. '\'lhnt furth er import ations 
wvuld heve been m,,de we shell nev er Jcnow, b<d·, with ''The Gem 
rnd "Megnet" in mind, we cen do more thPn guess. 

Telcing t1ll in r 11, the st vriea were oert oinl7 not 

inf erior \<, their competitors, end Hint on ot uld count him
BE>lf e m.:iat f o~unate edit or in hsving prevailed upon 

Clifford Clive. One could rerll7 hl'Te gambled that the 
CGll\inati on of edit or end nith or must hev o \ een infellibl.J' 
auoceaeful, but there were f ~ct ora vther thrn ~he mere 
eatebliebed str ength of th~ .!..P. woelcliee t o telce int o 

acc ount. llr.Hmdlt on apeelce c-f hi s old c olle agu e with t< 

c..rtsin effeoU on ee e good ch!'p (Pe d '">e s Clive R. Fenn) end 
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n" -o ne sh, uld kn ,,r bettor. :..S edit or of "Sch ,c l end Sp ~rt•, 
h_,wever, n • .:.. Hint on sh owed s ome peculiar tr eits. He wee 
"chancing his i;:rm" fr ;,m the etert, as the paper WtlS under
oapi telieed, end the f cmet wee e grave editcriel blunder. 
some sleshing uf the st ories might hav e been expected w1 th 
No . 7, when th e peg e hei8ht wee reduced by lf'' end the numbe 
by f cur ( ominoua aignt) but the length cf th e f eatur e st c ri 
wee miscelcul eted from the stert. The p JOr auth or , acting 
en instructi ons, turned out el'lch week yPrns fr om which 5, 
w, rds were coolly beoked. Thie wculd . heve lleen gelling 
under en:, circumetenoes, end bow much more gulling when eec 
batch cf copy brought in reply hearty end genial letters 
none vf which contained e cheque! In short, Clifford Clive 
received oot Bv much es sixpence for his eff orts, end while 
he t vek it pbil<.;s,:,pbioelly, I gather ·that the same gentle 
resignati on WtlS n ot f~oture d prominently in s ome other 
quarters . 

A. little wee sav ed fr 9m th e ne ck. . Non-peym ent meant 
that the ocpyriBht remained wi t h the au th or end, with sollle 
of the names altered, the entire run wee serialised in 
"The Boys I Friend" end subsequently reprinted in the S .O .L. " 
That w,:,s parhops not much t o shQW f or e vl)llture llegun w1 th 
such high hopes, \ut Cliff ord Clive cen et least d erive now 
some ccmfort fr om the f act thet ext ernal fectore alone senk 
"School end Spcrt" • On merit, St . J(i t' s cculd have h eld 1 ts 

, ... :wn. ------------- ------- -- - --------
LESSER U CHrS 

By Ilcg ~r l,!. j onkins 
When we think uf sch uol st ~ries by Charl es Hamilt on, 

inevitably there springs t o mind such old fav ourites as 
Greyfriare, St . Jim's , ~nd R,okwood. Soccnd th oughts might 
pr cduce Cliff House, Rl8hcliffe, Rylc ombe Gremmsr School , 
end Ceder Creek, ell of which bed st ories written about them 
in their own right, end s ome of them were mentioned inciden
tally elsewhere. But th es e wer e only e few of the meny 
sch ools cre sted by Cherlee Hamilton. Ldt ue gl ance tbr vugh 
our copi es Jf the Scb volboys' Own Library end s ee if we cPn 
disc uver s om& more . 

Th e first scb vol that meets our eye is St.Kit's. There 
is e strange hist ory cunnect ed with these st ories. When 
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ltr. Hint on left th e Almtlgemated Preea in 1921 be begen e 
pep er ;.,f bis own entitled "Sch ool end Sport" • Fe r this 
paper Che rlea Hemilt on wrote a k riee ebout St.ICit'e under 
the pseudO!Jllll of' "Cliff ord Cli n" , but fine th oll8h the 
at oriee wer e , th e peper n ever had e chance sgeinat i ta ID8"1J' 
rivals ep ona ored by the gr eet publiebing Houaea, end it ran 
f...r only seven weeks. lfevertheleaa, they were reprinted io 
four o . piea . of' th e Sobcolboya' Olm Library, th o\18h this timE 
the paeudC!lJIII wee 'Trenk Richsrda". Thes e were th e only 
at ", riea in th e, Library t o heve or1&1Mt ed in e paper not 
published bJ' the Allalgemete d Presa. No.64, entitled 
•Pa rted Chuma", deela with the arriva l st • th e aob0ol of' Herry 
)fSllelesa, e boy whos e perentege WPS not lcnown. (Thie thelllfl 
s""'8& t v hav e a sp ecicl appeal t o llr .Hsmilton - compere, f or 
example, the cherecter Jeolt of' All Tredes). At ll"IJ' r,,t e , 
the new \ 07 s uon made friends with the . immeculete Aubrey 
!J8ern on St .Leger, end eventually won th e g ood apini on of' 
the lett er's father, · Lord l"estcourt. The second volume , 
No .70, entitled "The Bey Who Found His Pe ther" r olstes bow 
st.Leger' a uncl e , Col onel \Vil.llot, diec ovored that Herry was 
bis ,,wn s on whom he bed \ eli c.'Yed b ed b een drown ed s t ees, 
end the third vclume , No .n,, entitled "\Tho Shell Be CEtptein ?" 
recounts how Hl'l'r7 \Vil.llot b ec eme Ce,:,tPin of' th e F<'urth. The 
last v olume , No .13 8 , wea entitled "Up th e Rebols", P title 
which ap eeka for its elf. l,. perus e.i of th ese st vriea . 
inerl tebl,J c auses on e t o wish that "Sobc.,ol end Sport" h11d 
t.Ed o much l onger cer eer. St.Kit's wes w"rtl\Y ~f e much 
better innings then it had. 

I£ St.Kit 's is but "Mme t o 11181\Y c<)ll ec t ore, 
st.D or ot ey•s must s eem ev~n more obscure. Unlik e th~ 
mejority of th e H!lmilt on sch ools , St.D or otey•s wes eitusted 
1n Werwickehire, not in South East England. Schcolboya' Olm 
Lib~ry No.192 , entitl ed ''F vr His Bro ther' s Seke", r ol etea 
bow Redfern minor eecrif'iced billl8olf f or bis br oth er in the 
Sixth . The reprint is f er t oo e\ridged t o re ed well , but 
in spit e uf this we cen s ee here, end in No. 194, entitl ed 
"The Ceptein'e Enell\Y", _th e eeme inimit abl e bend et work. 

Gri.msled e wss e North Country sch ool, a1 tust ed on the 
\ orders of L,,ncMbir e end Yorks hire. The st or i es eppee r ed 
orf8inslly ili the Ranger, "th e epenlting w .. ekly t r ee t" that 
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repl aced the Pupul er . The Ranger was meent t o be e 
challenge t o the Thomson pepere, end it c ont ained e number 
.,f serials intended t o ceter f er r eade rs w1 th biz erre testesi. 
This must be the ress,.,n fo r the uncherec te ristic style of 
the Grimslede st ories. There were nc, less then eeyen of · 
these in the Sch oolb oys• Own Library - Nos.232,238,242,248, 
252,254, end 256, Bild ell c f them heye that queer t oucp of 
the Thomson House p opers in them. Dr ,SBIIIII\Y Spersh ott was 
the f ighting headmaster ,.,f Grimslad e, · end was not averse 
t ~ lluXing with his pupils instead vf flogging them. He wee 
th e reel her o of th e at , ri es , th ough ostensibly Jim Dainty, 
the new lloy of the Fvurth, who was et first e complete rebel 
was meent t o c u-star w1 th the fat German boy Fritz v on Spli h. 
N- d. ubt th e Grims l ade serial was the llee t in the Renger, 
but Hrunilt un f~ns prob ably find little lasting ple asur e in 
st ori es ebout the sch ool from which no boy wee ever expelled. 

The High C, ombe st ories, which were reprinted fr om th e 
Modern Boy, were a variati on of the Grimslede theme , llut 
with much greeter effect . Mr.Jemes li!cCenn, like Dr .SBIIIII\Y 
Spersh ott, wee a strickler for dis cipline. But there the 
r esemblenoe ended , es • perusal of School lloys• Ollns No .290 
"The School f or Slacke rs" end No .299 "The Live-Wir e Heed" 
will sh ow. High Coom1e wes, lik e Highcliff e , in e st ate 
of decay, end the new heedmester bsd ell his work cut out 
t v eliminate the epetby th at axie ted among the mestere end 
t he lloys. These er e st crie e that will well r epay the 
co lleot or who ce r es to s pend P few h our s r eeding them; 
lu vere of Charles Hemilt on•s wcrk will find them unusual but 
!ltimul at ing . Chr rl es H~milton himself hes declared thct 
the y are some of hie finest work. 

Oekehott was e S11Bsex sch ool, and, like High Coombe, 
th e interest c entred around the Fifth Form. But th ough th• 
at ~ri es w~r e ostensibly sch ool st ori es , the her o wee in 
r ee lity e sch oolboy dete ctive, Len Lex. Sch, olboy-s• own 
Libr ary No .353, '"rh e Sch uolll oy 'Tee", rel ates how Len Lex 
discvVered which e,f th e mast ers et Oeksh ott was the no t ori
ous \urgl er kn own ea the Sussex Men, ~nd No . 371, ""'8king 
f vr t he Seek" is als o e detective st ory, but an even more 
entertaining one . 

~11th Nv. 371 cur delvings int o the Sch volb oy •a Own 
Librery come tu en end. Pe1·heps th e most aignific Pnt f e et 
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that haa -rged is the ease and uater;y diaplqed in the 

ato?7-telling1 it ia impoaaible not to be iJl\,ressed b7 the 

versatility of CbSrles Hellil tcm, 1111d ths astonishing menner 

in which he indelibly convey• the atlloaphere of eve?7 achoo 

in a few short cbSptere, whether 1t ft8 the air of patent 

sincerity of the St.Kit's etoriee or the pleasant note of 

aoph1etioat1on struck by the tales of Oalcshott and Hi8h 

Cooek. 'tfhinher the aeriea were long or short, the reader 

could elW97a be certain of one thingi Charles Hamilt on 

would give of his best, 

GRCIUllG OLD GRACEFULLY 

By P. A. Walker 

It was a lov ely day in June. Blue aides and high wh1 te 

clouda. A freah breeze, and wara S111'18h1ne. I washed and! 

shaved withe aong on 11\Y lips, a song I'd heard on the rsdio 

celled "Thie is 11\Y lovdly day", or something like tbSt. 

I donned a clean ah1rt, end deoided tbSt I could wear,. 

new eui t. A llrend new eui t 1 A choice grey pin stripe, 

with doulll e-breeat ed jacket. A suit which made ae feel 

deehing and cavalier. 
Confident. 
With a dark aaroon tie, end l~t grey shirt I f elt ae 

though I enould eithe r be 1n tho front row of e mele chorus , 

or en Up-and-coming Sooieliat 11,P. about to eddr ee s hie 

constit uents. I f e lt, end knew, that I look ed youthf'ul 

snd gay. 
So I ti al li ed fortn to the local bua atop. Imsgine Ill/I 

f eeling s ea I was kicked over the edge of Ill/I precipice by e 

remerk, not intended f or ,. eere, from a very choice 7oung 

led7 to her girl friend, eqU!!lly choice, as th ey preceded 

me on to the bua: -
1'\'lho is that old geezer?" 

Jdel -Old g&eser ?I !lo, surely notl I glPnced 

eround , but appeared to be the only other pdrson in sight. 

Yee, thq meant mel !/ha t a blowl .find th an i t dewned on 

me. To them, mer.. t een-agars , I wee old. I had juat 

passed th e 40 a,· rk . I wee positiv ~ly s eni l e . Of oouree, 

I wea old, I couJ.d remember things, I could r-ll er the 

l 14-1 916 ""r, I could remember Pley-era at t on for eixpenl:e . 
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I could r eau• ber the 1920' a• when rrdio wee en etteir ot 
ceta-whiekers, end 7ou hed to !illd e suitable spot on the 

chunk of cryatel in order to bri.Qg in the Sl'TD7 Orpheena. 

I could remEDber the Peloce ot !Dduetr,' et th e ~iemblq 

Exhibition. I could r..-her the arrival o! the "tslldes" 

end 1.1 Jolson in ''Tile Sizlging Pool". I could rem<Dber •• ••• 

Lnd then it occurred to me, There wee something else 

I collld ~ber which no'boc!J' cowd toke t!fl87. A cherished 

memo17 of love}T deya, when, in the -. the sun elwe,-a 

seemed to be ahini!lg , end it elweya anowed et CbriataPa, 

I cowd rl!IIHlllber red~OYered llegneta , end gr,Hln~OYered Oeme. 

Wh~t memories Pre conjured up b7 the ver7 thOUBht of these I 

Ls I act on tho bua, I r etl ectad tbet with th e paeaege 

of the ;years th e n11111ber ota:m'.lriee eleo increase . ~ the 

more I retleoted on thia 11111tter of memories, the more I 

reelieed tbct life in its elf ia r. utter ot e etorehoua e ot 

memory. It ie, edmitted:cy, rether difficult to diff eren

thte between pleasant m«-1?7 Pnd doomr1gbt aentioenteli t;y. 

!Ill I gr<1ff older, I llll8t contesa that I becami more conf\l.aed. 

The eer:cy contempt I !elt for certain thi.nge llhich I con

aiderad should be r vl"6f'ted to the lilllbo o! the peat, I now 

reeliee er e , to somebo<Q', e Yery rcol thing, .l,a we go 

~ our de7 to de7 exiatence, I suppose our ultimat e 

goel ie the ochie...-i of security, which neTar s eems to 

Prriv e . OUr mi.,riea coneiat mcinlT of pleeeent ones, 

usuel:cy r oleting to bolide7e end high deye. .:. chcng e of 

job, of eurroundioga, of peopl e . ~le remember the be 

l'nd endinge of wen, th£ d'l'f we bed our first lDYe af fair , 

th e trip we bed to the Isl e ot Wight. OUr tint experience 

of joining up, The first bomb we beard explode. ~e oll 

hav e our 1ndi vidusl IIHIIIOriee. 
Is th,ir e M~ bet ter memory then one which rec11l le the 

pleraura of r eeding ebollt Herr7 tihl'rton and Co . wi.nn1.Dg thl't 

thrilling llettl e on Littl e Side? Of Sait~, bent on ques

tiOlll!ble pursuits beyond the t>uetcre precincts of . . Grey!riare 

School? Of Levison and bis minor? Old Piggina of th e Ii 

Hvuse , or,d Cousin Ethel? Tho r e1.colly Cutte end cool Cordew'/ 

Th<. terrific thrill, aa we hrndled, elmoa t rev .trentl,y, the I 
brand now smelling cop7 ot th e ~t on those d~licioua 

aond ~;y morninge. The new Bo;ya • Friend }d Librer;y which con

tsined a lllllgnificcnt, now, long complet e- at or7 ot th e temoua 

chums of Grcyf'risre School. ; The broweing t :trOugh the il ea 
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vf books on ola bookstells for• gl impse of the t exciting 
t err c-c 0tte col oured cover which donated an early 14!!gnet, or 
that pole li me gr een which meant en oerly Gem. Thdse ere 
m""1ories which we f orty-y ear olds cherish, end nothin;; on 
eerth cen r eplace th em. 

LJ, I set on that bua the se thought s gevo me so l ac, , and 
compensated f or the l oss of youth which, it s eems, is, es I 
wss t old, fleeting. I r emember the dsy the first Holiday 
J,nnuel wee publfshed. It wee early in September 1920, A we 
summery day. It had token me quite a long tim e to save up my 
penni es end odd sixpences to ensure that I c ould b~ this 
me1D1DOth pr oducti on, In fact, I heve s rec ollecti on th et I he 
to f or ego my Boys• Realm end Penn;r Popular f or several weeks. 
But , eft er much publicising en the part of th e edit or of the 
companion Prp er a, th e Holiday t.nnuel app eare d , rnd we held it 
in our bends for the first time. I r ecall that to some ex
t ent I wes r a ther disapp ointed wit h th e front cover , end wes 
thrilled t o bite with th e lists of th e f emous characters fr om 
Greyfri ers, St.Jims end Rookw~od. And I rec oll ect that , es 
rppcsrs cust omary with Pnnuel s of this typ e, t oo mrey pages 
were filled up with boring stuff dea ling with "How t o h!Dke-' 
vr "Fun end Gemes for your Christllll's Party." "lhu, me:, one 
esk, reeds th es e things ? .!.nd who practis es them? I, lik e 
th ~usends of other sch <>0lb uys wented storie s ebout Gr~yfrisrs 
St. Jims, end Rookwccd. Of Nels en Lue end Nipper, end St.Fr ~ 
I r emember the r r rivel un th e scen e 0f a Bvys Friend 3d .Libre 
contrinin,,' r grand st ory by Mrrtin Cliff ord entitl ed "Aft er 
Lii,;hts Out". Thon ther e was th ., disc overy in , London b..,~k
shvp uf that gr and yarn ''Tho Boy ':/it hout e Noma ." Ll'ter 
foll .. wed th e establishm ent ..,f the "Sch , olb oys Own Librery" as 
r r egular monthly, end I crn rec oll ect heving t o someti mes 
sli t the t cp uf the pages where th ey hadn 't been cut correct 
T/hnt a gigantic thrill is tha t memory of the arrival of the 
Christmas llumber t Let er, in N Jvomber, th e Gom made its 
rppearanc e with e twc-c ol our cr-ver, fo ll owed in early Decemloe 
by the Mllgnet. Do you r emember the joy <'f finding the chepte -
headings eui tebly decor at ed with holly end snow? Tho Edit vr' 
Chat feet ~oned wit h Chrie t m,,s \unti ng? 

T/hUl yc,u c ome t ,, think abcut it, th vse of us whe cen now 
see very cle arly the rppr vech of middl e oge , who now glanc e w th 
some c.;mern et the greying hri r, wh hPv _ 11 ved th.r ~!!Kh twu J 

• I 

· I 
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world were, seen the lldTent ot r rd i o edd the b ombing rero
plrnv, we tort)'-yeer ulde heTe got eome memoriea . So I 
smile d os I 'IIBtohed tb oae two gorge oue girls slig ht tro11 the 

bus, their white teeth brillitmt egt1inat the s ca rlet gash ot 
th ei r mouths, their QTlon clod legs gleeming in the br16ht 
morning sunebine. 

OLD BOTS' BOOK CLllB 
Lon<:on Section. .:.nnud CenerP.l lleetuy: . Jemu,ry 20th. 

The fourth <mninnaq -ting aince Us inc eptio n ea.r 
e good gathering et Cher lie \lrighta t1bode, Creenwich. Cca

pl ete w1 th ti tine ofllce greoa'<l 111 th tour candle• end e &1111111 

~l obe of the world e .... q tine time ,.,,. had by ell. The 
cha~n opened the proceedinga in good at)-le, bis well 
choaen remsrke being well receiTed. anutea ot th e laat 
.1...c.11. were reed end also e T&rJ' lengtb,y oorreap ond enoe. The 

Hen. Treeeurer•e report ehewed e Yer,' aoudd finsnoiel poai

tion end the secretary• a :report t or the peet 7Nr wes well 
recahed. On e propoaal 11)' lli>rr,- Homer end se conded 'by J ohn 

Geel tht1 preaant ottioera were re-9leoted en loloc, the Toti.a, 

Ming UZl8nimoue, ea Wile also the tbenlca to the ottioera t or 
their peat laltoun. lint t o b1, die011Baed we the t ortbcomin, 

iaaue of the Gold Bnlc TOIi llerry' Boob end it wee w1 th the 

greeteat of pleallllre that the club leerned thet R. J .118cdonel 

will lte illustrating tuture mnben th8nlcs t o the recomnende 

tion of the wortey cheizmen, 1- Pactmen. 'ilhen the enniTer
ear,- oeke wee cut cheirmen 1- th8nka the hoat end hoeteaa 

t or th t1ir ver, fine effort on the present o oceaion end th en 

Len's cu- founder of th e olub, Bolt Blyth e , edded hie congretu 

leti ons. "Ch-" eltogtther then settled down t o the 
Eliminet or Qub end intense C011petition sew s ti e f or first 

plac e between Ron Deeoon end Bult '\ihi ter 111 th E.l!vynold• thir 

Replha from tht1 other olu\a were reed ea regerde the olult 
bedge end it ns decided t o IIWllit their decisions . Ch8irllen 

r- then announced that he woul d be edoepting en inrl teti on 

t o Tiei t th e lli dlend olult next .t.pril, on the ocoraion of the r 

tirat annual pert)-. The Tice-pr esident, Herbert Leoltenby 
th61l phonlid the meeting rod had some Yer, inter88ting o on,

vereeti ons w1 th most of the ettendence. And thu.a we feo e tb 

!utur t1 with high hopes end th e continu ed success of our gree 

hobb;y. Kext m~eti:ng et Bleokb ~eth,h vs ts the pcpuler Deecone 

on Sunde7 Fdltruery 17th. m,::IE BE!GAUI!I. 
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NORrllERN :,rx;~I ON. .lleeting, 239 Hyde Perk Re.ad, Lu, ds, 
J rn uc.ry 12th, 1952 

(NCll'E: Ls I wes " vn th e s tage" pert vf th e ti me, th ,ughtf'ul 
Gerry l.llis on v ~luntoered t o writ e th e r eport f or this 
ooc esi on. Thenk s , Gerry . - H . L.) 

Qu.tsid e, s brilli ant full mvon end spa rkling fr ust . 
Ind ~cre, e r _arin.; fire and the em c omrade ship cf th e Old 
Jlvya• Bvok Club. 

Jlill r11111nmson ega in deputizad f , r - our abs.,nt Chaiman 
Reg Bads0n, who w .. si nc ~r .. ly hope will b e .:i th 'us aga in s uon 
llill gev e en especia l welc ome t 0 Ernest end Mrs. Hubb ard of 
Sheffi el d who wer e emong th e 14 mwnbers prese nt . 

!.fter the minut es end rep ort of the JCmlls porty,S ec r ets r 
Nvnnen Smith Pnnounc&d thrt th e br ench has now a must er rol 
of so. During th e pest month three new m ... mber s heving j oin d . 
These are Llr , F, Lees, Ol dhem; Mr . V. Smith, Moocheete r, , 
end Mr. D. V, i,,\.oringh em, Yvrk . . · I 

Fc ll :,wed th e re? ort from Tr ee surer/Lib r eri en .,. Gerry 
Al lie cn st.eted th at et the end ~f 1951 the Club had £9, 7 ,l<>t 
in h arvl , whilst th e lib rery now had over 1000 booke, ~nd was~ 
velued c ons erv ative ly et £50 . :. sotiefact or:,< poeiti on in d0 d . 

Gerd a ol s o ackn owledged th e gif t of 12 Marv els fr om . 
~I. T . Thurbcn of Cambridge . These included No . l 1md Mr .Th -
bon he s 11Uggested the f vmsti on of e collec ti on of No ~l's t o 
be knvwn es The Herbe rt Lec kenb;y: Collec ti on. This, es e 
t oken uf enpreoi ati on t o th e Edi to r 1;f th e "Collect ure Diges " 
f ur bl.a wvrk on b ehalf vf th e- hob;y. 

i,fte r these, end othe r business matt er s , t he mee ti ng 
heard a very enj oyable t'elk giv ~n by "our Herb ert" on "The 
J oys end Sc.rrows of · a Coll ~ct or''. Thi ·a WllS a r eAl treat eru 
full ~f de li ,;h tful humen t ouch es r enging fr om tr agedy t o sh e• r 
c""1edy, Thor e wes n very ' wom oOYst i on f or t he sp ea ker whe· 
b e ende.i his talk. 

Then we had en Eliminati on Quiz en the keyword "Chip s" • 
Durin,;- th e evlving c,f this , te a Pnc'l'biscuits wer e served , en 
the sil enc e WPS only br oken oy the cli nk -of te a-cups, end th 
murmuring of the engrossed competi t ore . Tom Roec h wee th e . 
winner with 17 p oints. Tom sh owed e r emer lreb le knowledge of 
minor chor Pct ere in th e l ess er known books end he won c<'m
f ort obly, being ..,..J.vc,n r f-r ee 1-,en of library b0oke (Gema) es 
e priz e. • 
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Then we let our heir dollll, end joy end good fellowship 
reigned supreme! .i. very hepp:, meeting, 

Rer ort uf the Chri~tmr~ Bean~ of the l!IDLAllD SD:TIOll 
~/u hed the \ig L-eheped l ounge o! the Townsend Club end 

wban I arrived on the svaniDg of Seturda7 December 15th 
Jeck Corbett end the three Dev979 hed trena!ormed its inner 
look with loeds o! holl,T and mistletoe and they were buq 
\l owing up a couple of doaen bell oona. I laww DOW whet they 
think of me b<iceuse they piled the \e ll oona on t o me end eel , 
I ""a just the men t o fill them up, The Townsend Club 1s e 
teet vtel estebliehment, end Jeck Corbett did not e•;y whst we, 
in the cese vf bottles he bed br uugbt al ong . M exemi.11.etion 
of eeme revealed tbd th~ir originel labels bad \ een obliter 
eted with whit e le!>els beerin,; the 1Mocent inscription 
)1115 UDIBLli: 11111:fnIAIIS P01'. Ue dec vreted the wells 'Iii th 
Ml!gnets, C.e111S, 5.0.Ls etc . Then m.:mbere r clled in, There 
were 20 club 1119111bers end 4 friends altogether, Our Tree sure 'e 
'llifu, Mru . Gregory, had c.Olll9 with )lorman, end we ell hope 
thet she will come 868in." Let• a not forget tt.e chsrmuig led, 
singing b7 the pien o , Mies Fletcher, It wee our !int meetL 1B 
with her end we aillcerel,T hope to repeat the pleaeure , {lhet 
did we heve t o eet? Sendriche'e, cekee, fruit tarts, jelly, 
trifle, stewed fruit, applea, oranges, coffee and tee. I 
wish y ou ell could hl!Ye s een the celr.e kindl,T presented b7 
Georg e S111Bllwood. It ,me large, heavily ice d , delic~ous, 
end rich. On t op in icing wee written O:W BOYS BOOK CLUB, 
end Bll round were pink icing penele bearing the names of 
the club offic ers end Gre;yfriere che:N>ctere, Dencit,g, 1'un 
ond gemee f oll owed. Then e scene from e Kegnet Xlaae Ghost 
st ~r;y et miert on Lodge ,ms reed b7 Mr. DIIYe:Y in candlelight. 
Foll owed George Smell wood (who is e profeeeionel oonjlU"Or) 
and hie essiste nt Kise Woolley, who entertained WI for e 
~hort period, Fifteen-year old Wilfred D,,,...,- then left the 
room t o fetch in ".llerjorie Haaeldene" for a three-episode 
Gre;yfri era charade. Ml!rj orie wee Yours Trul,T wesring e blon e 
wig, e print fr ock, a string of beads, reyon'11tockinga, pink 
end 1 ... on bows on rq ahoee, end lva ds of cre8lll, powder, end 
lipstick. I M!B knitting r. gre-r jumper. -~lilfred wee ve-q 
~ od es Bc.,b CheZT7, M ewlcwerd moment when Wingate (~lilfred s 
!ether) fvun d us alone in Gre;yfriere cloisters. The whole 
r vom wee in bysterioe. Phot os uf this were t cken. · 1 



I'll finish up with hee:i,ty t~~ ~ :J.bart Cleek and 1 
A1'thur Fletcher for their fine efforts et the piano. Cost o 
this event to each person 4/-, O.K. eh! 

PErER L. LIELLOR, 
Secretary. 

IJERSEYSIDE s:rorrON, 9th Dece niber 1 1951. 
The meeting opened 7.}0 p,m , There was a good attendance, 

deapite the bed weather. The minutes and s tatement of 
accounts were read by t'be aecretar:r, who availed himeelf cf 
the cppcrtuni ty to pre!'ent to the section a framed drawing 

of "Gussy" by Bob ,/biter, 
The chairman then gave a Ter,r interesting account of hi 

recent London visit; he was ver:r impress ed by the warmth of 

the welcana he received from our Southern friends, 
After,refreebmenta, there wee a gen eral discussion on 

bob\y t opics, followed by brisk librer:r \ ueiness, ably con - . 
ducted by ,I. Horton, and the meeting closed, after a most 
enjo y~ble evtming, et 9.30 p,m, 

F. !ASE, Secretary . · 
6th January, i952, 

Proceedings opened at 7 .30 p.m. ~tar the secretary 
bad read th e minut es and submi ttad a statement of accounts, 
the chairman gave a detailed end int eresting report on the 
progress made during the past month, particularly with regs 
to press publici t,. If the r eaul ts ~nticip eted from this 
source illBteriel is e a busy and successful 1952 is Pasured for 
the section . 

Aft er r ofresbments the compaey particip ated i n e most 

ente rt aining quiz, This was followed by l .ibrery business 
(incidentally our librerian, Bill Horton , informed us that 
we now posse3e epproxim8tely 100 books and pape rs, which is 

most gra tify ing in view of the seotion•s short period of 
axist,mce.) 

Next meeting,}rd Februar:r ,will featur1, a t alk by 

Jim Welsh on 11ne of hie fevouri te m:t r acts from the "Magnet" 
F. Cl,SE, Secretary, 

OFFERS INVITED for Specime n Number One copies of Gem, S .O. 

end Petll'.\Y Popular, Bill Hartin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridge 
!'llrk , London, N.~1.10. 
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TIIE llELSOll LEE CO.LOKII 

All c01811DicaUou to Robert Blythe, 

46 Carleton 1ld.,B0l1Dn7, Londcn,I.7. 

1'11 efreid that this month'• column la going to 'be 

rether ~. for two reeaou. Pirat, hne JOU 8"l' he4 

feeling of l&Hitude, perlicularlJ when Jou'n got e cold ·• 

comillc on, when Jou just C81l't relte 11p tile enerc, to do en;r 

thinjf? t/ell, that•• ae et the -tl Sec~, ,m1.,.. 
I write soeething now I eb8ll be too late for iJlclusion in 

this number , So ~t•a e chep to do? PereonellJ, I'm 

telcing the line of leeet reaatenc e end ptlng lll)'aelt a 

bolide,. 
Bowenr, so thst tbe 1',L. will not 'be c011pletal7 out o 

the piotUN, l'a pnng tbe l11te of th e titles end eeriele 

Finally, 'before I eip off, I would like to elllt your 

help, Tou know 11;' e en awf'ul a tr ain on the old gear box a 

timee to know just whet to write e'bout, 'but unleBB eomeone 

~{§i~ !~r-.:,:~098 s~\~•:g~tit"':o~ i¥8jo~~fM§ 
11,L, colleotora? PerticularlJ wentad ere articles on the 

T8rious chereotera. 
llnd eo to the ti tlee • 

(lfote , - Y/here two titles ere pTen, the first ie the 

de t ecthe, and the eeoond is the aohool a tor,, \There onl7 

one ie ghen then thet 1s e t'Ull length school stor,.) 

2nd N. S. 110.32, Raya of Deeth, 'by John Brearley- , The Fega 

~ n, K.K'e Secret. 34, It'e en Old Speniah custom 

35, K.K'• "K"ompaq. }6, U-lllted, bJ John Brearley. 

Handy's First Prize . 37, Glutton end Goalkeeper (Brook'e 

neme does not appear ea the eutbor of this etor,.) 

38, l!.!lndforlh th e JJn,notist. 39, K.K "K"ne'ba th e Xlldoa, 

40, The ;..,anger, bJ John Br eax-197. Sefet;y Leat, 

41, .t..rchie 'e Kew Velet. 42, 118nd7'• Firework Pieaco . 

43, The Leet Round, by John BX'eerlq, seinte .,, Priers. 

( In thie at o;ey for the firat tille Orey-friare ie featured• 

Brooke• nue ia not pnn ea the author. PeraODBll,Y I t 

it wea wr1 tten bJ one of thil "llognet" IIU1>'""1'1 ten.) 

44 , K.l!:'e Birlhde, PerlJ, 45, Trnera Trouble "Treasure". 

4,, Thu Phantom of the Greqie. 47, The Dee th Grip ( ?Broo ) · 
HendJ the Conjuror. 48, Fue DiaDOndll Foea . 49, a-n 

et St Ji'X'anlta. 50, "l'U t •em Up, St.l'r8nke". 



:.na. t ne Scri r ls. 
1st N.5, No.160-173. Rivals of the Rampart, by Stanton 
~Reprinted in Boys• Fri end 4d Lib, 2ru ;er. No.263. 

· 174-185. Th.a Island c astaways, by J... s. Harcl,r, Rep. B.F. 
4d Lib, 2nd Ser, No.246 , 
1st 11.s. No,186 to 2nd N,S, 110.3. Tho Four-legged EBgle 
(:Ferrers Locke end J eck Drllks). 2nd N.S. No. 3-22, The Iron 
Speedman, by .:..J.fred E.dger. Rep, B.F . 4d Lib. 2nd Ser. No.299. 
No,23-49, Knights of the Road, by David Goodliin, Rep,B.F, 4d l 
Lib. 2nd S&r. No,315, 5o-68, The Vell.ay of ,!ot Springs, 
by U,dbrokc Black, 69-83 , The Phantom Foe b:t John Br earley. 
Rep, B.F . 4d Lib, 2nd Ser. No,362. 84-lo6, Outlawed, by 
David Goodwin. Rep, B.F. 4d Lib, 2nd Ser. No. 347, 
107-128, The City of Gold, by Herbert Ford. 

From h ~r c to No,141 th ere were no serials, 
142-155, Cock of the ~/111k. Reprinted from N, L, 1st N,S. 
No's 21- 25 . 

~: In good cond ition. "union Jacks" B96, 908, 910, 
964, 969, 1030, 1032, 1040, 1051, 1052, 1053, 1059., 1115, 
1454. Good pric e pllid for any of th ese numbers, 
L,Peckmen, 27 1.rchdale Road, Eest Dulwich, London, S.E.22. 

FOR DI3POS1.!.: Odd numbers Union Jock, id Pluck, ld to 2d 
Boye' Friend, Red Arrow, Nelson Lee, Modern Boy, Renger , 
Bullsey", Surpris e , l d Gem, Rover, St eril er , ~lild \les t, Boys 
l:lagezine, 1- 146, Early i.ldine Libraries. Scores of Victorian 
Jou:mele. Sell or Excbl'nge for Boys of London, .illy Slop er, 
Udine Lib r aries, id Union J11cke. Gr1>inger, :.iexrndrs Road, 
Rec.ruth, Cornwall. 

EXCHIJIGE: Girl's Own .t.nnuel's Vol 2.3 . 4.10, not in good 
coiiiiTtion , For any of the following, Thu Union J eck 
(G.b.:Hanty) voi.1.3.4. Boys Olm Annuel, Vol.l to 9, . 
chums ·rol 1 to 10.1 2. 14. Young England Vol.2 fo · 34, 39 . or 
eey G.:, .Henty, first editions. I cm also willing to pay, 
moderate prices only, for~~ of th e above, 
R.~. MeGorv n , 220 Sissons Rord, Leeds 10 • .Yorl<ehire. 

U.tJfi'Ells Brooks "Green Tri eng l, l ' yerns; Non-St.Jims Geme1 
~ul ers. E, V, Hughes, 38 Ees t Front Rood , Pegb em 
Beech , Nr, Dognor R=<s . 
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(1) · 

LE TT l:R DOX 

llllmilton & co. (Stefford) Ltd. 
l & 2, 1"8lv1lle Court, 

~ldhnk Roed, W. 12. 

Deer J(r. Leclcen"7, 
3let D<ceaber, 1951. 

Thanlt ;you for your letter ot the 29th 1.Mt. The emwer 
to your qu1117 ea to whether supplies ot our Tom lien:, ti tlaa 
can be obtained direct traa w, ia •rell". The price will be 

l/9d, postage paid, mid en eppropri et e note to this etfect 
will be included on the pemphleta sent to you. 

Thanlc 700. tar r:,rtt 11"Q811Mtion re utilizing the eerrices 
of the original artiat, J(r. R.J .llecdoneld, for our covere. 
I thinlt t his is en excellent ide e , which we will investigate 

iDDedietely. However, I will aey to you thet , in our 
opinion, our present srtiet is equal in stature to Mscdoneld 

and we feel V&rT sure tlu,t the act ual r eproductiona will o 
up to th e bost of Jlaedorlf'ld's work . Howgyer, I do appreoi

ete there ie en underlying reeaon for the uae ot one of tho 
origi l'llll artiste, mid thenlt you for youz suggestion. 

Your rol!U'rb re&'• rding Fl det Street ere alao gr cet),y 
epprecieted, ~nd we luld elreed;y got somethi ng like this in 

mind . 
~ 1th sincer e thenlta for your lcind co-operation, . 

r oure tru),y, for IUUll1'0lf & CO ( ~OllD ) L'rD 
H. ASSl>EL, Dire ctor ; ............. 

(2) 15th J anuer,y, 1952. 
Deer Mr. Leek..nby, 

ThlUllc you very much for your copy of the J enus ry iaau e 

of "Collectors• Digest." I think you hBYe done very well 
with the r eprod uction of the cover of our first Tom lle:!'ZJ' 

title hrving regerd to th o lu>ndioops of the p ep er uaed. 
I note tbet the originel which wee sent you ·is still in 

use ot the IIIOllleJlt, but no doubt you will be pPS&iDg 1 t for

ward to )Ir. Poclmen for r et urn to us in due course. 
· Jipy I tok e his opportunity of registering rq epprecie

tion for your Tery lc:f.nd c~ eretion. If there era eJJiT 

sddit ionel · sll88eetiona which you core to offer to help pro
mote eelee ot this series, I olUI se euz e you t hey will elwqs 

be welcom~. Yours sinc er ely, for Hruoilton & Co.(S tefford ) td. 
H. LSSL.EL Direo tor. 
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Fra nk iticllards Still Busy 
January 14th, 1952, 

Deer H~rbert Leckenby, 
Ma,1¥ thanks for the C .D. to-day: still ss good es 

f/Ver • . The enclosed leaflet mekes qui t o interesting 
reading too, It has so l ong been 1113 desire to s~ ll13 bookJ 
in pep er becks st e moderate price, that I em es pleased 
8 8 Punch now that it has heppened. . . 

. But I em sorr, to have to t ell you that the projected 
monthly will not :ne.terielise after ell , It turn ed out to 
be incompetible with other commitments, end so hed to be 
dropped. I still hop,: , howev,:r, ~et somathing of the kin e 
will be coming along later in e rather different form from 
e diff ~rent quarter. In the meantime I am not very sorry 
to have a brdsthing-spece, for I em up to th e oars in the 
new Tom Merry books: end I do went to keep one dcy a week 
free for some very spec i al work I have lately token in hand. 

':/ith kindest r egorda , 
.:.J.weys yours since r ely, 

FRf.NK RIC!QIDS, 

~: Tom Merry 's ~~l (first edition) 4/-1 
S.O.L's Nos. 366, 369 end 393 bound, 4/-; bound vol. of 
14 llelson Lees 1931 odd complete t oles, 6/6d; 7 R,,ngers 2/-t 
Thomson oooks for the lest thr ee years 4d dozen; ell plus 
pos tag e . P . J. Chdckley, 18 T~rlington Road, Coundon, 
Coventry . 

Magnet Titles (contd . ) (S) denotes Substitute. 
831 (S) The Greyfricrs Newspaper. 832 (s) The ry"Y'fflrdn ess 
of 1/ibley. 833 (S) The Greyfri ers Flood, 834, Coker •s 
Brainwave. 835 ( S) Maul3' s .:.ma•ing :.dventure. 836 ( S) 
Bunter's Poor Helotion . B37 (S) The White Feather. 
B38 (S) The Young Pr etender. B39 (S) Duffer end Hero. 
840 (s)'The Rebel of th " Second, 841 Fishy's Treasure. 
842 (S) True to His \7ord. B43, Pen's Pel , B44 (s) ThO 
Plundered School. 845 (S) !nky's Peril. B46, Too ClflVer 
of Skinner. 647 fs ) The Secret of Shark's Tooth. B4B, The 
&,rrlng of Bunter. 849 (S) Copped for Greyfrit-rs . B50 (S) Tl~ 
~.+~ o a+ of the t<omove. 



DO Ye» :RE!IEiMBER 'KINEJIA COMIC'? 

by S,F.Armitage 

"Hope you 11111 get a little nostalgia out of 
it" said Herbert Leok.enby in an aooompe.nying 
letter to a 1930 "Kinema Comic" which he was 
kind enough to send me recently after I had men
tioned that this publication and its stable oo.m-
pe.nion "Film Fun" (the only one of the pe.ir naw 
rwuling) formed my earliest literature. And al
thollgh comics are a bit outside the scope of the 
O.B.B.C. I hope readers my be interest ed in a 
few brief reminisoonooa of thoao pa.pore as I 
knew thon around 1920 . 

As many oollootore know, fictional humorous 
adventures of curront film comedians formed their 
stapl e attraction each woek, so that looking back 
to early ias11os gives a fair cross-section of tho 
star comedians who wero popular at tho timo. For 
inatanoo, the issue of 8th Nov.1930 contains the 
pictorial adventures of Chester Conklin, Lollise 
Fazenda, Lloyd lilmilton, Syd Chaplin, Pord Ster 
ling (ono of tho "Koyetona" cope), Bon T11rpin and 
Charlie Conklin, Harry Iangdon and Walt e r Forde. 

H011ever even ·then the cine.ma had bog11n to 
cha~e, and i ta offoota reacho d down even to th e 
"fan comics. The early l920's, when I read "Film 
Fun" and ''Xi.J!ema Comic• were the days when the 
two-reel comedy (silent, of course) reigned aup
reJIIII and formed a recognised and indispensable 
pert of any cinema programme . The number of' oomed!
iana (mainly American) was far larger than to
day, al tho11gh goodness knows ue are in greater 
need of laughter in the cinema then ever we were. 

I knew many of these comedians through the 
ra['. P.S of these comi cs long before I ever saw th em 
on the screen - some, in fact, I never saw . Names 
Which come back to mind , in addition to those 
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al.ready -ntione~ 1 are Harol.d LJ.oy4 1 S?ll1b Po11ard 
I.e.rry Semon1 JaCJO.e Ooo811ln, Grook ( i;he cl.awn), 
Max Linder \ the French co.median), Sl.1m Summer
ville, Pol.l.y Moran, Kabel. Normand, Mack Swain, 
Buster Keaton, Charlie Murray, and a host ot 
others. The greatest of thea all, Charlie Chaplin 
never appeared in either pa.per, haTing al.ready 
been copyrighted by "Chips" or "Comic .Cuts" (l 
forget Which). 

How llBllY of these comedians are remembered 
to-day? Many have died, and few survived the 
introduction of sound f1.l.m8. All were feautred 1n 
American comedies, and as few if any British come -
ians appeared to have made a na.me at that time , 
"P:il.m :Pun" and its companion were inevitabl,y all
American 1n character. To-da{ al.mon the reverse 
is the case, and 1n "Film :Pun Bri tiah stars such 
as George Formby, Cl.aude Hul.bert, etc. predomin
ate. Ha11ever, as comedians are not anything like 
as prominent in cinema progl'9.11Des to-day, I ehoul. 
i.Jrag:ine that their adventures in print have not 
the - appeal. for the present rnerat:ion of 
chil.dren - al. though, of course, 11BY be wrong. 

1 lly own ohil.dren seem to read it with avidity, so 
' it is probabl.Y the adventures rather than the 

subject that attract. 
I was al.ways impressed, even as a boy, by 

the consistentl,y bright and cheerful. note llllin.
tained by the humorists who wrote the adventures 
week by week; it has a spright].y effervescence 
which never flagged, and there was a quip in 
every l.ine. I have often wondered since how muoh 
those writers were pa.id for their task! Many of 
those hoary "gags" I ocoaaional.l.y spring on peopl. 
to-day - and they al.ways l.augh. I ahoul.d illllg:ine 
some of those authors woul.d llllke good script 
writers to-day . Tho .llllin weakness was that the 
characters al.ways appeared in the same dress in 
every adventure, and never al. tared their express-

~ion . 
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February 1952. 

I:dit or1 :! .l.!. :Jond. 10, :.:rs: , ., , llhinbina , Car diff. s. 'Jal es . ----------··-------------··---·-
You t r!.11 probably Y.'Onder dl y the t:sual 1'!1ound '=~~.ble 11 headi ng boo di sa:,:, eared this contb. ·:ell, I have be en t: ,i nlcing t ht>.t one oaru1ot re e.ll y hove ::ound 1'nbl e chute v.iben one s i t s alone - for t hat is That I llr.ve be on d ?ing for the past month or t ,io . :;pt n single article or sugseS'tion has come along in sup~)ort ot this s ection' s re (itteat and I em begin. 'l ing to oonder if the old :Jlake enth t!si a sts have now oorn letely for sekan t h ei r old love. I kno l' that I hav e be en rather lax in several «-,y o in rel ation to tho hob by, but in t he l i (7lt of the forcation of t h e S. B. Circl e an d the eff orts of one or t':'lO (not ably Ea rry Homer) on behalf of the 1.:,,n from !lek er Jtreet, I shocld h ave t ho ught tha t at l <nst n f ew lette rs wuld have arrived at Ho. 10. Jut no, J?,n1,ary has been an absolutely don d month for correspondance. I 8l!1 no"' p ing to ask you all, cn co a~in , to r.rit e or se nd alone; soce littl s contr i but io,;1 for ill.nk ia na . I a• net r:orriod 01>o1.,t tho length of contr ib1.-tions or on ~ t phe.se of nlak e l or e t hey dO?.l "'1th , but I L:;ST have material if this soction is to <D nt inue . Should noth i ng be done in t his nett or i t r:111 be goodbye to Blc.!<iane. , o.nd I BZJ sur e none of you ,ns h this to ha pp en. Came nlong chap s ! -::hat di d you t! 1i.nlc of li ,•.r.y I:oca ·'s "Yvonne" f ea tt:ro in t h r Anaual . · i:ou -o ul d YO\! l.J,:,rove !lle.kiana if you ltd tho ch onco? 1.bat r.r e your fa ·, ourite :ll.a ko storios? l,o -;, long h ave you been r oe.ding i:J.<u;;o nnd ho w t10re you introduced to him? Somo o~ t ile s, <;l•osti onsnig,t encourag e you to "hnv o a go"l 1952 shocldbe a gr oa t :U,,.ke yoe.r. Tho f'orunti on of the S. B. Cirol o ,'1.on e sh oul d give t ho bobby a fr osh iapotus . :Jut you mus t pl y ot,r part . Ploos o heed this a!):,'Oe.l an d at t ho saCl O time accept my most si no or e a:,o logioe if you nro one of th ose mo h ave urit to n to co in th o past and fail al to get a r epl y . I prom se t hat AIL f'Uturo lott ore a nd nrticlos etc t'ill bo duly aclc.noul cdgoc!. 



by 'lAJ.:.:..:.. :1;:a;i. 

Chp.t>tJ?_r_ ~~~ 
· Should t bis stato socrot :f&ll into th o hcn ds of th o 
~ 01:rOrf'ul and nriat oer F.tic clique surro u:?d ing t ho Tsar• s t ;1ron 
ih r n . t l:o livos of t housnn ds r.nd t he lib urty of millions 
i.C,itld :'.)c inp i,r ill c.d. Tbt~s, r;ith ::~ovolution nnd bl oo dshe d ns 
th 'o !'r:'.c c to be :,aid in tho event' of their f ailure to · .. in 
;thr ~ui,p ,. 3l r.J:o, l'ink er a nd Podro :fought th ei r ,.ay t hro ugh , 
.ind- ,.t .nu io bo c.dmittod t :1a t th ~ a uthor, in r el ating the c ony 
tlirilling adv cnt uros tho thr co undor \1ont in tl: uir quost, 
;;,.vo ·ns ::,. v ory ·.-oalthy ;Jlako ner:ca tive. In t ho so days Pedro 
i;ot-qu'itc o l et o:fth c l ililoli{ltl t 1.<it hot.'1., ho·.:L'Vcr , roaping 
iJ.uch" re"':"!lrd fc ~ hi s doggy of'forts . Eut on t his occasion, 
;;.il-rncoi;:,iti on o:f th"'1, ho · .. 'E:.s pr csont od 11it h n n o,; collar, 
s1l:tb. ~ .. eold . ;il r .te u;,on ,.hi ch - .,.o ongr,::,Ycd t ho Royn1 monogr a1:1, 
6: d. i*IH :t no doubt thi o gii't frotl H.l.! . J;in g Edm rd '.us a 
'.,roua · 1::, rumt in t ho liv os of Pe dro ' a mnstors, it 1a safo t o 
~. "'e: o . t! mt. ~!' bl oodhound uo uld ou ch h avo::,r of errod a nio o 
Ji:.<.·ey. 1,ono t:ac ·th o Roycl ' hottsoho l d 1 Ono of tho oo rl unu 
.,;,:,.,;,~ :fe r 5oxton :Jlak o ,,,,s d10 n ho ha:! t o deal ,:ith ms that 
r :, 1.nto,r ··;.n t h e st ory "Tho Lia s ing 12 " {soo :J. J . J:O. 15 0) . 
71: '!.rl;,ocn ::u sb c.ni o h ::ivo doso rt od their rdves nnd l o:ft t hom 
cl ,:r goc.bl .> t o tho :'.ates, th o Shonuick :Jo~.rd of ~.rtlic.n a. 
oi':for cd th o stn of si xty fivo : ·ounds c.• r e,,ard fo r tho arrest 
cf t he rai s ai.-,g con , follod .. '1g a storo y u coti ng of r ,, to pay or s 
, ho a ~ or u:,anil aou"1y condwni.'1g tho ~'<tirdi u., s, call ed for 
tho' i r~c tlir:.tG fe s ignction. of tho c!la in:ian, ono ::..;r. Danby 
~ice s. ,.11th t ho 11o.xt ol ccti -n s.::.~n to be £ou g 1t out , and 
facing t ho :_·,·oopoct o f gotti ng ki ck ed out of of'fice , t h oy 
nor<> in a spot . I t n ,s in despe ra t i on t ha t Denby Grii:Jos 
call od v · hi.1 -,fricnd Soxt on :al.ake, e.nd b ogge d t ho invosti~ 
ntor ' s c.id in 'tr r.c ing the vani:3hod h1.:.sbonds -. An w1usual 
cooni s sion c.:,4 hardly 1,or thy of Blnk s' • talents, yot tho 
dotcctiv o good huoouredl y doci <.!c-d to he lp hio fr iend out of 
hio pr odi cao e:1t. 

Cha::,tor 8 next conth. 

'=;;-s:--~o:!:.L.~~ -~~9tC~. ' ·--. --
All corr cspo :vlonc c re .--:.bov c to !fo,r:.'"y ::onor, 1ulden fart:. 

::c :.t ::i'i cl d. Su3::;ox.. 
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BOBERr MURBA.Y - ANTHONY SKENE 

A COKPABISON 

Jl,Y knowledge oj'. Robe rt llurmy, the gl.:fted 
a11thor of the Coni'ederation yarns, is very l.iJDite 
- in faot it is nil. I hope llr .Kurray's :fans Will 
forgl.ve me for mking this admission. I oan assure 
them I do not mean to be unkind for the Union Jao 
Confederation yarns were my :favourites until. An.. 
thon.y Skene' s character Zeni th started to appear 
in 1918. Murray of course was writing the Confed 
eration yains somewhil.e before Skene started to 
ccntrib11te to the A.mal.ge.J1Bted Press. 

llhere Robert Murray, in my opinion , most cloe 
l.y resembled Skene was in the fact that his (Mur
ray's ) best work was to be found r0l2gb.l.y in his 
first twenty yarns culJninating in the yarn where 
the D11chess of J orsioa appeared and where Reece 
got killed by a giant octopus. I don't think .Mur
ray ever did an.ything so good afte r that . ~e J.ae 
mentioned yarn was, in my opinion, the oppoei te 
number of Anthon.y Skene 's "Plague". Skene never 
prod11ced an.ything so good again after "Pl.ague". 

I am not too sure whether my :facts are correc 
here, but M11rray seemed to go off the rails a bit 
in his yarn whe re John Smith , Reece and Sir Philli,P 
Champion were i'i.Ilall.y tri ed and aentenoed at th e I 
Old :Bailey . John Smith . was, I think, the President 
of the Confed e m tion, Reece being onl,J socond-in.
COmDBnd yet by a pecul:1.a.r anoJ1Bl.y Reece was reck
oned th e greater crimillal genius - in fact in An
t hon.y Skene' s yarn "The Case of the Toxic !rul.ips" 
Reec e was eta ted to be with Kestrel. , Zeni th and . 
Wal.do, one of the world's four gre atest crimina l. 
geni11ses . However, in tl:le famous trial which Kur 
ray describes so well., John Smith, the President 
escape s the death sentence whil.e Reece, who pre
au.mabl.y acted ander his orders and direction, ge 
the death peml.ty because of the greater mgnitu 
of hie crimes. 
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Ku.rray • e Sexton Blab •• not each a big an ae Slce:ce • a BlJllt8, who wejjgbed 200 lbe, except 1n 
the ~<l!.ee of the Blai!Jgbam Legend" where for a
reason he dropped to 180 lbs. JfeTertheleaa Mllrray'a 
Blam •a OBpable of great feats of strength aaohj as the oooaaion when althOQ8h dru8ged by the Daoh 
eae of J oreioa · he allloet overoaM t a domen men 
before pa881Jlc oat. !'hie feat of enduranoe caueed 
the ~hHB not on].y to fall 1n l.ov'e With Blake 
but ewn to propoee arriage to h1lll - on].y to be 
rejected. 

Idlt8 AnthOIIF Sam, Jlurray 11eed G.H.Taed'a oua WOIIIUl otB:raoter l'vamie on].y rare].y. Skene in
trodD.oed l'vOIIZle into :, yarns on].y, "!rh- ten by :, , 
"In League Asainllt Ria" and another yarn whose 
title 1 cannot noall. After that 311:ene dropped 
YTO:ime and 11884 the w~ secret eern.oe agent 
Jlllia .Portune fmo f9111Dine interest. 

I don't thillk llllray ewr wrote for the S.B. 
Idbrary, Whe-• Slcene did, and the latter writer 
aeemed e-auau., at home in the s.B.14brary. 

:linal].y , I do not lcnoll whether it 1e due to th 
fact that the .Aa].JJuated Presa have a tight hold 
on their oowrighte wh:ioh prewnte publishers for 
acting, but I have often thought what good novels 
eome of the old Union Jaolc yarrµ, wollld .malt&. I 
refer to those which ran in a ee.r1ee l1ll:e the fi 
Union Jaolc yarns abOQt the "1'1fth Jlan" by Anthcm,J 
Skene. I th1nlc Qwyn Bvans 11884 the "a11toatone" 
1n hie Union Jaolc yams for Oll8 of ·h:i ·e DOYels, 
and I onoe po.t the idea 11p to Anthem., Sb:ce as 
rep.rda llaing his "1'1fth Man" aJld "Clargoyle" eto 
iea as a navel. 

HOllever, good for yOll llr.Slcene and you llr. 
Jlunay. 

S. Yomig. 


